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With record numbers of students pursing education in science from GCSE to A-levels, we are seeing higher
grades than ever before in the 3 core sciences, biology, chemistry & physics.
Whilst excellent for the academic futures of our younger generations, one thing that causes grave concern
amongst industry, is the dwindling numbers of students choosing to pursue core sciences at University, post
A-Level.
This issue is particularly prevalent within chemistry.
As chemists, who have both had successful starts to their careers within the chemical industry, both Cameron
Day (William Blythe) & myself, felt we had to do something.
A simple google search of careers that directly relate to your degree highlights one of the first major issues.
People assume a chemistry degree will only lead to a career working in a laboratory, and when compared to our
engineering counterparts, people assume laboratory works will lead to a lower expected salary.
This isn’t the case, and Cameron & I have both had the fortune of working across several different
environments in careers that have took us all over the world, using our chemistry degrees in far more ways
than simply blowing things up in a fume cupboard.
To that end, we wanted to create a platform, where we can “shout from the rooftops” about just how good
chemistry, and a career in the chemical industry can be.
We spent several weeks pooling our ideas together, and thinking what was the best medium, that has the most
untapped potential, to generate a buzz about chemistry & industry, and we identified a gap in the market.
A simple “Chemistry” search within any podcast provider highlights the high-level discussion and topics that
are currently covered by existing chemistry podcasts. There isn’t a space, where people, of all ages, can turn to,
should they want to hear a podcast on say “The hydrogen economy” without feeling like you’re signing up to an
organic chemistry lecture.
We wanted to change that.
With The Periodic Fable we wanted to create a safe space, where people can come on, listen to topics that are
commonly discussed in the media, and learn more about them from chemists and people from industry who
are working on the front line to solve some of the world’s most challenging questions, whilst remembering that
most people don’t pick up a science text book once they leave school.
Having launched on August 20th, our first three episodes introduce the podcast, as well as both Cameron &
myself. Our first guest episode goes live on Wednesday 1 st September and will feature Laura Nieboer, Circular
Economy Analyst, giving an insight into the world of plastic, and exploring opportunities with waste.
Following that, we will have a feature episode with Sarah Davidson, Group Sustainability co-ordinator at Croda
& also the new Chemicals Industries Association’s Young Ambassador, where Sarah discusses her career with
Chemistry, how she got into the industry & what sustainability means for her.
The next set of guests include people from academia, exploring the research going on with regards to several
topics in the media: graphene, hydrogen etc.
We also have lined up guests from education and the Royal Society of Chemistry, to learn about the steps
being taken to increase awareness about careers in chemistry for all students, regardless of race, gender,
ethnicity or sexuality, by covering some topics that might not be discussed at high level. we want to have
conversations about inclusivity, we want to address the leaky drain pipe.
As you can see, we have a packed agenda for the coming months, but this is work we feel is desperately
needed, to give people an idea of what’s happening in industry, not from the conventional Directors or CEO’s,
but from the people who normally don’t get the chance to have their voice heard, but the ones who are most
passionate about sharing their experience.
We have been very grateful to be supported by the Royal Society of Chemistry for this award, and we are
delighted to say that our podcast is now live on all major podcast sharing platforms.

